PUBLIC ACCESS SHORELINES

Waterways and Shoreline Street Ends in Laurelhurst

Waterways are owned by the state’s Department of Natural Resources and are intended for the use of navigation and commerce.  Shoreline street ends were created by the city’s original planners who simply overlaid a grid pattern onto a map without heed for the bodies of water in the way.  There are fundamental differences between waterways and shoreline street ends that are important to remember when reviewing their uses.  

Waterways

· Owned by Washington State Department of Natural Resources

· Dry land portions were created when Lake Washington was lowered

· Regulatory authority vested in Seattle Department of Transportation

· Retained in perpetuity for the purpose of navigation and commerce

· Private uses may be authorized in unused waterways although public access is the priority

· fees for proprietary permits

· fees for regulatory permits

· discounted fees for water-related items such as docks

Shoreline Street Ends

· Owned by the City of Seattle

· Regulated by Seattle Department of Transportation

· Shoreline street ends are kept by the City for the purpose of providing the public with visual or physical access to the water and the shoreline

· In 1999, the City passed and ordinance to strengthen its existing policies with the intent to keep adjacent property owners from encroaching on the public’s shoreline street ends, encourage people with encroachments to remove them, require unpermitted encroachments to be permitted or removed, and discourage private use permit applications

· Private uses may be authorized

· Fees for private uses

· Permits for encroachments on a particular shoreline street end may be revoked if a community group successfully applies to improve it

SDOT is reviewing several of the unpermitted private uses and recent activities in the Laurelhurst shoreline street ends at this time so the status of permitted vs. unpermitted uses may change soon.  

Please review this packet of information, visit the sites, speak with neighbors about them, and call me if you need clarification before the November LCC board meeting.

Thanks – Liz Ogden 206-517-5862

LAURELHURST’S WATERWAYS

· Waterway #1 – NE 35th Street at 43rd Avenue NE – originally a large dock and public boathouse used by the “Laurelhurst Launch” to shuttle people to Madison Park and back for Seattle access.  The dock was left high and dry when Lake Washington was lowered and was subsequently removed.    

· Private uses

· North neighbor:  laurel hedge (permitted)

· South neighbor:  plantings, parking area, and fence (permitted); dock and pilings in water (permitted)

· Other

· Funds allocated by the city for landscaping

· Neighbors’ consensus-building meeting regarding landscaping held September 15, 2005 had the following outcome

· preserve visual access to water both from property and from uphill

· provide features for a variety of age groups and interests

· work to keep and upgrade basketball court

· add large lawn area near court to increase play area

· add pathway to water surrounded by low-maintenance/drought-tolerant plants

· place a few shrub-trees or arbors toward boundaries to add some shade without blocking view

· make a better water access for non-motorized boats

· make residual waterfront safer for children to be around

· include benches

· consider adding neighbor-created art, get children involved

· establish stewardship groups by project type (i.e., lawn maintenance, basketball court maintenance, plant maintenance, garbage cleanup); seek assistance of groups such as Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts, etc.
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· Seattle Golf Club landing – 51st Avenue NE at Laurelcrest Lane (shoreline street end in middle with waterway on either side) – the golf club had its own launch which members used to get to the golf grounds from Madison Park until 1908 when the club moved to its current location.  This site is shoreline street end sandwiched between state waterways but the separation between the two are not depicted in the map below.  

· Private uses (waterway portions only)

· North neighbor #1: this neighbor has no waterfront property and access to the upland portion of the waterway is completely blocked by a laurel hedge (no permit); dock in water (no permit)

· North neighbor #2:  a portion of this neighbor’s shoreline is waterway to which access is blocked by a fence (no permit)

· South neighbor: most of the sand and swimming area of Laurelhurst Beach Club are part of the waterway (permitted)
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· Palisades landing – NE 43rd Street at 55th Avenue NE (shoreline street end through middle with waterway on either side) – a site dedicated to public use for launch landing by the neighborhood’s original developers.  This site includes a shoreline street end from the street out into the water, sandwiched between state waterways on either side.  The street end is the same width from the street to the outer harbor line although GIS map below does not delineate between street end and waterway.  It is the waterways that stick out farther.  The original dock was also left high and dry when Lake Washington was lowered and was subsequently removed.  In the 1950s, a nearby neighbor installed a new dock and was later made to remove it by the city, but the pilings remain.

· Private uses (waterway portions only)

· North neighbor:  landscaping makes property appear private (no permit)

· South neighbor:  landscaping makes property appear private, child’s play structure (no permit)
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LAURELHURST’S SHORELINE STREET ENDS

Shoreline Street End #126 – NE 43rd Street at 55th Avenue NE

In 2001, a meeting was held by the Laurelhurst Community Club for neighbor consensus on restoring this property.   In addition to neighbors and LCC members, there were representatives from Friends of Street Ends and the Seattle Police.  The neighbors were concerned with late-night parties which were an occasional problem at that location.  The police officer said that it was difficult and potentially dangerous to respond to incidents there because of the lack of sight line caused by the hedges.  Restoration work was then done to bring down the height of the hedges along the stairway to open up the view, as well as removal of some of the un-permitted laurel hedges down the center of the street end past the bottom of the stairs.  A utility pole barrier was positioned in front of the water’s edge to help protect against accidents and provide something on which to sit and enjoy the water.  The hedges have since returned to their full height and the property is due for substantial maintenance.  This site features a concrete staircase from the street to the area below.  The street end is located between the end of the small brick wall on the north to the front left corner of the home on the south.  

· Private uses

· North neighbor:  large compost bin , part of sport court (permitted = $165.00 per year), landscaping makes much of street end appear private (not permitted)

· South neighbor:  hedge at top of stairs (permitted = $50 per year), part of pathway to lake from house (not permitted), landscaping makes much of street end appear private (not permitted)

· Recent un-permitted activity

· Large-growing evergreen shrubs were planted in the middle of the street end at the bottom of the stairs

· Grass clippings have been dumped in a large pile near the water

· The south neighbor is currently installing a rockery in the street end along an un-permitted pathway from the house to the lake area
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Shoreline Street End #127 – 51st Avenue NE at Laurelcrest Lane

Most of the street end is what we think of as the Laurelhurst Beach Club “parking lot” underneath which is an enormous sewer vault.  In 2001 a restoration project was done at this site to limb-up the laurels and remove blackberry bramble along the water’s edge in order to provide view.  Immediately after the restoration project was completed, an approximately five-foot high by eight-foot wide pile of cut laurel was dumped in newly trimmed area of the street end at the far north side by persons unknown.  

· Private uses

· North neighbor:  enclosed front yard with brick wall, laurel hedge and gate (no permit)

· South neighbor:  dumpster during summer and occasionally at other times (no permit)
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Shoreline Street End #128 – NE 33rd Street at E Laurelhurst Drive NE “Bluff Walk”


Although this is a shoreline street end, the most inland portion looks like, and is used as, a driveway/parking space.  It would otherwise be a nice view point.  Because of the massive retaining wall, there is no way to access the larger shoreline area below other than by boat.

· Private uses

· North neighbor:  retaining wall topped with decorative fence (no permit), new stone patio and planting bed (no permit)

· South neighbor:  none
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Shoreline Street End #129 – NE 31st Street at E Laurelhurst Drive NE

This site begins with a very narrow walkway which looks public in spite of its width.  There are no permits for private uses at this location although the city has scheduled a visit to the site this week because they feel they may have missed some on the north side.  Additionally, the city has two different GIS mappings (which originate from county information)  of the south border which will need to be clarified to determine encroachments at this street end.  
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Shoreline Street End #130 – NE 31st Street (Hazel Place) at W Laurelhurst Drive NE “Hazel Landing” and “Hazel Walk”

This used to be another launch landing site.  When home on the property to the north was built, the street was continued further to the west as a very private looking driveway complete with fancy drainage grating crossing it.  

· Private uses

· North neighbor:  large concrete planter (permitted = $175.00 per year), landscaping including lighting and sprinkler system, lawn, and rose garden makes most of the waterfront appear private (not permitted)

· South neighbor:  none
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Shoreline Street End #131 – NE 32nd Street at W Laurelhurst Drive NE

This street end used to be called Glendale Place, the original name of NE 32nd Street.  The street end is twenty feet wide and the entrance appears to be a private driveway.  The majority of the property is lawn which is apparently maintained by the owner of the home to the south, who also owns the un-numbered shoreline property to the north – all of which is lawn.  The owner of the home two doors to the north owns a narrow pathway that connects to the street end from behind the property of the neighbor adjacent to the street end on the north side.  There is a new property survey marker at the point where the pathway meets the street end and gravel-topped steps have recently been worked into the hillside along the pathway.  

· Private uses

· North neighbor:  none

· South neighbor:  concrete patio with railing (not permitted)

· Recent un-permitted activity

· Two large trees on the property were recently cut down, one on the south side at the entrance and one in the lawn towards the water

· steps on the slope leading down from the concrete patio were removed and replaced with a dangerously slippery steep gravel pathway
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