Laurelhurst Community Club

Minutes for September 8, 2008

St. Stephen's Church, Seattle WA

Attending:  

Mark Trumbauer, Heather Newman, Leslie Wright, Brian McMullen, Colleen McAleer,  Jeannie Hale, Stan Sorscher, Maggie Weissman , Carey Lassen, Don Torrie, Mark Trumbauer, and Marian Joh

Excused:  Emily Dexter, Mark Holden and Liz Ogden

Guests:  Judith Thornton, Matt Heba, and Jack McCullough, University Village

Jeannie Hale called the meeting to order at 7:07 PM.

University Village
Matt Heba spoke to the Board about plans at University Village. The previous design called for about 150,000 sq. ft. of new space. The current design calls for 3 large buildings totally about 105,000 sq. ft. plus a parking structure. The parking structure would be 5 and a half stories tall, located near the viaduct on the south edge of the site. It would include bike lockers . 

A main access point would be from 25th Ave NE, with traffic flow going immediately into the parking structure. A "Main Street" with restaurants would be located on the north side of the parking structure.

One of the new buildings would be between Bartell's and Barnes and Nobles. Matt Heba said the new building(s) would be the first LEED certified new construction in Washington state, and the project would use modern construction, recycling and conservation practices. The plan may include a shuttle to the light rail station at Husky Stadium. 

The project will have another review in a few months. 

Q: Long-term vision for the Village?

A: "No grand plan," however, the owners are local and want to take pride in the local nature of the project. They want the right mix of large and small; local and national businesses. Beyond this project, we should expect additional phases in the future. 

Q: Interaction with Childrens?

A: The traffic analysis will be complete in a week or two. 

Q: NEDC has requested a Draft Environmental Impact Statement, and parking plans. This should include pedestrian and traffic mitigation measures. 

A: Code calls for 2.1 parking places per thousand sq. ft of space. 

Waterway #1

Judith Thornton asked about plans for waterway #1. Landmark status was discussed. In the short-term, The Department of Natural Resources is in charge of landscaping with an emphasis on eliminating invasive species.  

100th Anniversary

An event is being considered for Laurelhurst's 100th anniversary to take place on January 1, 2010. Another event may be held on June 1, 2009 at waterway #1. The Museum of History and Industry will have materials about plants, animals and music from the time, photos and scenes from the University of Washington. 

ADMINISTRATION

Minutes:  The board reviewed minutes for the past three meetings.  

Minutes from August 11, 2008. Motion by Heather Newman, seconded by Leslie Wright, to approve the minutes with two corrections on page 2 - changing "Beach" to  "Beach Club" in the report on the pilot project, and changing "flyer" to "fly" in the report on eagles. Motion massed without objection, with Marian Joh abstaining. 

Minutes from July 14, 2008. Motion by Colleen McAleer, seconded by Leslie Wright, to approve the minutes, with one typo on page 1. Motion passed without objection, with Marian Joh abstaining. 

Minutes from June 9, 2008. Motion by Maggie Weissman, seconded by Don Torrie to approve the minutes as submitted. Motion passed unanimously. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Marian Joh reported income of $532 from sale of history books, and reviewed major transactions. 
Review of Conflict Policy:  LCC’s conflict of interest policy requires review after new elections or appointments to the board of trustees.  The policy defines a “potential conflict” of interest and sets forth procedures for disclosure of the conflict and recusal from participating in discussion and voting where there is a potential conflict of interest.

1. The packets contain a copy of the LCC policy on conflict of interest. It is good corporate governance to have a written policy. Ours is based on City policy and follows the policy used by the League of Women Voters. In the discussion, we made the point that bringing up a conflict or potential conflict should be not be seen as judgmental or criticism or a reflection on someone's character. Having a written policy can help focus on the policy rather than the people involved. 
CALLS AND CONCERNS:     

2. Stolen van and collision:  On 8/12 Len Nelson reported that a service van (HVAC company) was parked in the alley behind 41st Avenue NE.  Around 2:30 p.m., it was stolen and driven a short distance down the alley until it collided with a neighbor’s garage.  It’s possible the car was left in neutral and rolled off on its own. The truck experienced a broken headlight and front trim damage.  The garage was knocked off the foundation.  At this time, damage to the garage contents is unknown. It is possible this was an accident rather than a police issue. 
3. Mapping project:  Feet First contacted LCC on 8/19 about a “neighborhoods on foot” map around  Children’s Hospital they are working on to reduce driving to the Children’s campus.  Feet First thought the map would be helpful to Laurelhurst and Ravenna neighborhoods and want to work with us.

4. Out of control dog:  On 8/20, Wynne McIntosh reported that Jeff Weissman was walking their dog Annie on leash on the sidewalk.  At the corner of NE 45th and 49th Avenue, out of nowhere two dogs attacked them injuring both Annie and Weissman.  Weissman threw himself on Annie and was bitten.  He went to Swedish and was stitched up and Annie went to the vet.  The owner of the attacking dog put the dog down the next day and paid for the medical bills.  

5. PI blog postings:  On 8/20, LCC reported violations on six messages on a PI blog about Children’s hospital, two of which targeted Laurelhurst neighbors.  The postings violated journalistic standards as being libelous, defamatory, abusive or off message.  The postings were immediately removed and neighbors were notified.

6. Hoops on the playground:  On 8/21, Miriam Muller raised issues about the late night basketball playing at the playground.  Lassen provided historical information about the hoops issue.  As she recalled, about 20 years ago there were three hoops on the north playground.  All day long and into the wee hours during the summer, there were teenagers playing basketball.  The result was constant noise from dribbling, shooting (on the cement there is a "lake" effect - it echos), car stereos, trash, urinating between the portables and the fact that elementary age children were pushed out of the play area.  Neighbors worked with the principal and the PTA to solve the problem.  Finally, a frustrated neighbor cut down the hoops in the middle of the night.  A compromise came when the portable hoop on wheels was used during recess and for LASER.  At night, it was rolled away and locked.   Permanent hoops were added to the South playground because it was further away from the ring of houses and it was for the older elementary kids at recess.    Unfortunately, there are those homes on the south end that still suffer from the late night playing.  School security has not been responding to complaints.  The school playground is closed from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. and is clearly posted.   When the playground remodel begins, Lassen suggested that it would be a great benefit to install collapsing hoops that could be locked at night.  
7. Whale garage resurfacing:  Neighbors have complained about the noise and strong toxic smell associated with resurfacing the Whale garage and the restriping.  Children’s has responded that the work is taking place between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., within the limits of the noise ordinance.  The project should be completed by the second week of September.

8. U Village expansion:  Tomilynn McManus sent LCC a copy of her comments about U Village expansion to the Department of Planning and Development (DPD) on 8/29.  She was concerned about the short comment period and dismayed at the volume of traffic anticipated in the area due to Children’s expansion and development of the bike shop property along Sand Point Way, in addition to the impacts that would be caused by more traffic at U Village.  She noted that cars drive too fast along Sand Point Way and make unpredictable u-turns creating safety hazards for pedestrians.  LCC subsequently requested an extension of the comment period, which was granted and sent a copy of the letter to McManus.
9. Laurelhurst history:  Stephen Lundgren who is writing a neighborhood history book (not specific to Laurelhurst) contacted LCC on 9/05 to find out if the Spring Brook precinct in Laurelhurst still exists.  It was noted on the 1910 federal census.  Christine Barrett responded that it is still there, but buried when the Springbrook Medical Center buildings were built.

10. Changes to Click&Pledge:  One neighbor commented on 9/06 that her computer crashed when she tried to contribute to LCC.  Her contribution did go through and LCC sent her the receipt that she should have automatically received.  Sorscher will follow up to make sure the system is working.  Another neighbor contacted LCC on 8/21 as they didn’t understand the charge on their credit card.  Sorscher corrected this so all charges will also include LCC’s name.

The web service was upgraded recently, and the service provider identified a nuance in our web code that caused the form to crash under certain conditions. This was corrected. 
11. Children’s party house:  Miriam Muller has continued to follow up on replacement of the no parking signs at Children’s rental house on 44th.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
1. Sad news:  Todd Cahill, former LCC trustee, died at age 90 on August 10th.  A memorial service was held at St. Bridgett’s on September 10.  Remembrances may be made to The Salvation Army (ARC) 1000 4th Ave S, Seattle 98134, or to Cascade Land Conservancy (to support SUN Park in Laurelhurst), 615 - 2nd Ave, #600, Seattle 98104.
2. Red light runner cameras:  The cameras at Five Corners began operating on Monday morning, August 18.
3. Sewage overflows:  On Sunday, August 24, there was another overflow in the University Slough, located just south of NE 45th near University Village.  About 100,000 gallons of stormwater and wastewater flowed into the slough for about an hour.  King County has been working with several agencies including City of Seattle on a short term plan to prevent overflows while engineers develop a permanent solution. 

4. Children’s Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) Meetings:  Future meetings:  

· Tuesday, September 9, 6-9 p.m., Wright Auditorium, Children’s Hospital, 4800 Sand Point Way.  The meeting will begin with a 40-minute optional tour of the buffer (setback) areas of the campus.  Meet at the Giraffe Entrance.  Following the tour the committee will re-convene in the Wright Auditorium for the remaining agenda items. The agenda includes Children’s presentation of new alternatives in response to public comment on the DEIS.  
· Tuesday, September 23, 6 p.m., location to be determined.  This meeting will be a sustainability workshop.

5. Landmark Board on Nomination of Laurelon as Historic:  The Landmarks Board met on September 3rd to consider the nomination by Children’s and the Laurelon board of Laurelon for historic status.  Children’s was on hand to outline Children’s need to expand and to point out that in their view only those opposed to expansion supported designation of Laurelon as historic.  Ruth Benfield stated that only one of the 600 comments in the DEIS supported historic status of Laurelon.  She neglected to mention the many individuals and community groups that oppose expansion of the institutional boundaries to cover Laurelon and the Hartmann property.  The head of the Laurelon board spoke mentioning the financial windfall Laurelon property owners would receive should Children’s be allowed to acquire and demolish Laurelon.  Two Landmark Board members raised questions about the nomination and the materials submitted by Children’s in opposition to the nomination.  The Board eventually decided to reject the nomination.

6. Free Smoke Alarms:  Did you know that 20 percent of smoke alarms in homes do not work?  To request a free smoke alarm or for further information, contact the Seattle Fire Department Public Education Office at 206-386-1337 or fireinfo@seattle.gov or go to www.seattle.gov/fire. 

7. U Village expansion:  Reps from LCC and the Ravenna-Bryant Community Association met with U Village representatives last week.  Issues discussed were the subject of the motions made at last week’s Northeast District Council (NEDC) meeting.  The deadline to comment on the proposed University Village expansion has been extended to September 17 in response to a request from LCC.  NEDC passed three motions at its September 4th meeting relating to U Village expansion:  
· Motion by Laurelhurst, seconded by Ravenna-Bryant:  That NEDC comment on Project Number 3008972, proposed expansion at University Village, requesting that a draft environmental impact statement be prepared to address transportation, traffic and other issues.  Motion passed unanimously.
· Motion by Laurelhurst, seconded by Belvedere Terrace:  That NEDC work in cooperation with University Village supporting adequate parking and standard-sized parking spaces for its expansion plans and comment on these issues to the Department of Planning and Development.  Motion passed with Hawthorne Hills and Portage Bay abstaining.
· Motion by Laurelhurst, seconded by Hawthorne Hills:  That, NEDC work with University Village to develop appropriate traffic and pedestrian safety mitigation measures for the proposed expansion. Motion passed unanimously.
Motion by Colleen McAleer, seconded by Heather Newman that LCC write a letter supporting NEDC's request for a Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the expansion at University Village. Motion passed unanimously. 

8. Vacant House in the Town of Yesler:  Newman spoke with Michael Griffin of DPD today about the dilapidated vacant house in Yesler.  The nine violations cited have not been cured and the case is heading to the Law Department today.  Foreclosure proceedings have been thwarted three times. 

9. Boarding House Issues:  A complaint was filed in mid-July. It is still up for sale. 

10. History book update:  Ragee reports that we only have about 100 history books left.  LCC will explore reprinting of the book and discuss it next month. Our last printing was for 1000, and we've sold about 900. Barb Ragee or Coco Sherman may have records from the last printing.
11. Playground update:  The south playground work will begin this fall.  The School continues to raise money for the project as that allows more options for this phase of the project.  The organizing committee has selected the play structure and sold 491 engraved bricks!  A fun run/walk is scheduled on September 20 and the second annual golf tournament on September 22.  

REPORTS/ACTION:

Crime Prevention: 

1. Update:  Brian McMullen said the pilot project ends in September. After some discussion, we concurred with Brian's recommendation to continue the program, expand the patrol area along NE 41st St, and seek enough subscriptions to extend patrols for 12 months. 

2. Seattle Safer Streets Initiative:  Councilmember Tim Burgess has proposed a 12-step “Seattle Safer Streets Initiative” to address street crime and other issues.  One item would pair police officers with mental health professionals, as there is a continuing trend of people with mental health issues involved in criminal activities.  There is a commitment for the city to follow through with its commitment to hire additional police officers.  New legislation is called for to impose civil and criminal penalties when businesses, property owners and property managers knowingly allow criminal behavior to occur and fail to take steps to stop it.  The initiative includes returning uniformed school resource officers to certain high schools and middle schools.  Many of the items in the initiative would require funding from King County and the School District.  

Parks Levy:  Seattle Proposition 2, the Parks Levy, would raise property taxes above the current levy lid by $24,250,000 to raise $145 million over six years to pay for acquisition of parks and open space, developing and restoring parks and recreation facilities, cultural facilities, playfield, trails and the like.  The cost to taxpayers would be $2.60 per $1,000 of assessed valuation, which would be about $81.00 per year for the typical property owner.  The levy includes $15,000,000 in its opportunity fund.  Neighbors and community groups may apply for funding if projects meet the established criteria.

Neighbors for Seattle Parks is the official committee organized in support of Proposition 2.  To date, there is no organized opposition.

Earlier this year, the Parks and Green Spaces Levy Citizens Advisory Committee developed the listing of projects to include in the levy.  Many projects were leftover projects that had not been funded by the current ProParks levy that is expiring.  Motion by Stan Sorscher, seconded by Brian McMullen to support the Parks Levy. Motion passed 10-1 with Maggie Weissman abstaining. 

Pike Place Market Levy:  Seattle Proposition 1, the Pike Place Market Levy would raise $73,000,000 over six years to pay for seismic, safety, energy-saving and other infrastructure improvements to the Pike Place Market.  The cost would be $2.16 per $1,000 of assessed valuation, or about $42 for the average homeowner.

The Pike Place Market is the nation’s oldest continually operating farmers market.  Nearly ten million people visit the Market each year.  Years ago, Laurelhurst neighbors were involved in a major effort to save the market.

Proposition 1 is supported by the Market Foundation and the Constituency Group, farmers market groups, community and business groups.  Some individuals oppose the levy, but there is no organized opposition.  Motion by Colleen McAleer, seconded by Marian Joh to support Proposition 1, the Pike Place Levy. Motion passed unanimously. 

SR 520 Update:  Colleen McAleer updated the board. The design for lids has changed, and the group is working on features at the Stadium, and traffic flow from the north into the interchange. Staging the construction will require temporary bridges and shifting traffic from existing structures. 

Once a plan is set, it goes to the Legislature, then a Supplemental EIS will be prepared. Building could start a year later. In 2014, the northern segment could be complete, including the underpass and tunnel to Husky Stadium. During construction, at least 4 lanes would be running at all times. 

Colleen talked about a symposium on experiences around the world with quiet pavement. The materials need to be replaced about every 8 years. The test section at the east end of SR 520 has been very successful. 
Proposed RPZ Changes:  The Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) has recently undertaken a policy review of the City’s RPZ program.  A fact sheet and the draft recommendations report is included in the trustee agenda packets.  Among the many recommendation is one that would remove the requirement that major institutions pay the annual permit fee for neighbors impacted by the institution’s operations.  The $35 per permit annual fee would be increased to probably $80 per vehicle to cover the administrative costs of the program.  The number of permits per household would be reduced in congested areas.  Instead of one guest permit per household, there would be multiple permits, each good for one day only.

The Board expressed consensus to authorize Liz Ogden to prepare and submit comments.
Use of Public Funds to Pay Fines for Ethics Violations by Public Officials:  Recently, a city councilmember who was found to have violated the ethics code by facilitating a city contract to a friend was cited with two violations with a fine of $500 for each violation.  He sought indemnification from the city to pay the fines and the City Attorney’s office paid the fines.  The Ethics and Elections Commission returned the check and said accepting it would violate the intent of the Ethics Code.  Since then, five members of the council have introduced legislation that would expressly prohibit the use of taxpayer dollars to pay fines imposed for violating the city’s ethics and elections laws.  Motion by Heather Newman, seconded by Marian Joh to support the City legislation. Motion passed unanimously. 

Executive Session:  
Meeting adjourned at 9:20 PM.

Minutes by Stan Sorscher
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